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not to come near their cabins. When the Father
asked another one whence came that great clap of
thunder, ‘“ Itis,’”’ he said, ‘‘ the Manitou who wishes
to vomit up a great serpent he has swallowed; and
at every effort of his stomach he makes this great
uproar that we hear.”” In fact, they have often told
me that flashes of lightning were nothing but serpents
falling upon the ground, which they discover from
the trees struck by lightning. ‘‘For,”” say they,
““here is seen the shape of those creatures, stamped,
as it were, in sinuous and [169g] crooked lines around
the tree. Large serpents have even been found un-
der these trees,”’ they say.? A new kind of Philos-
ophy, truly!

When the Savages have been defeated in war,
some one of their number is sent on ahead as a Her-
ald, who cries out in a loud voice as soon as he per-
ceives the Cabins, uttering the names of those who
have been captured or killed. The daughters and
wives, hearing their relatives named, spread their
hair over their faces, burst into tears, and paint them-
selves black.

When they return from war, they hang to a tree,
at the spot where they begin to turn back to retire
into their own country, as many little sticks as there
were soldiers, perhaps to let their enemies know, if
they pass by those places, how many men there
were, and how far they went, in order to intimidate
them. I know no other reason for it.

In their wars, while fighting, they shout every
time one of their enemies is struck, if they perceive
it. I am inclined to think this is to cheer themselves
and increase their own courage.

[170] They believe the earth is entirely flat, and



